owntown, a love story

It's absolutely mutual between Ghislaine Vifias and the owners of this house in TriBeCa
text: ingrid abramovitch photography: eric laignel
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Ghislaine Vifias and Paige West call : ¥ T

themselves sisters. These two v

cious women + 7

I ‘

share no DNA, but tf ola[sl

were both sporting

Vinas in green and West in blue.

stage. . ." the designer begins—befare he

time client interjects *

r's sentences!”

e an introduction by

in Monta

k to commercial spac

those p

cts weren't exactly ple

pair's latest ende

15,500-square-foot house for and her hus

band, real-estate developer |C Keeler of DDG
Partners, and their three young sons—is the
nost colorful and ambitious

Keeler

handled the

er than g0 the ea

of demolishing the

oods. Bottom:

a lot about our footprint, too,”

Guthrie says. Nothing but the

est duplex fe

| that Keeler

ere the architecture is re

re no-holds-barred, ar ing
mash-up, as Guthrie describes it, of “[ au

and Gone With the Wind.” Partly clad in the same
bluestone, the shared lobby sets the tone. Other

walls and the ce ||||_\_.f are covered in orange
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fleurs-de-lis on gray polka dots, a pattern by
Vinas and her graphic-designer husband, Jaime.
Near armchairs dipped

inora 3int and a

lamp with a spindle
turned base spaorting

a fluffy white knitted
“sweater.” A self-portrait
by Vik Muniz, known for
his work in chocolate,
stares out at a chande-
lier made from Ping-

Pong balls.

The Muniz occupies a
spot between the front
door of the duplex and
rto the up-

the el
per stories, where a

hand-carved wooden
painted plaster balus-

white-

trades winds upward to a skylit top landing.
West, who grew up in Philadelphia but has roots
in the South, imagines her ancestors having

“a plantation house with a big swooping stair
case like this one.” Much less traditional is the
inverted layout here: With bedrooms below, the
> of city

paceina

common areas above can take advanta

i

views. “The goal was to have a gr:
relatively small building,” s
Some of the best panoramas
sixth-floor library. Its frant s Il g
it out of the built-in bookshelves
frames the side view
books by spine col
big enough to hold the whole family, faces two

a window ¢

ifias organized the
A double chaise longue,

armchairs upholstered in a floral linen that Vi
fas vinyl-ized. “They can easily be wiped off.
We're always thinking about stress-free living
with kids,” she says. Alongside the cha

strewn with wooly pillows, a couple of

sculptures graze on the green rug,

Throughout, she and West indulged their yen
for bright colors. The kitchen island is painted
yolk yellow, and the counter was custom-tinted
to match. Two thick red stripes run, race-car
style, around the playroom for the boys, a 5-
year-old and 3-year-old twins. Meanwhile, Wes
handed Vifas a photograph of a parakeet as
color inspiration for the study. She abliged =

Opposite top: In the kitchen's lounge, an Antonio Citterio sofa and a custom table in painted wood gather near a photo trip tych by Sarah Charlesworth
Opposite bottom: Steel pendant domes with silk threading illuminate the solid-surface top of the kitchen's custom table

B e o ot et o

Top, from left: Murals in the boys'room are by Mark Mulroney, who's represented by their mother’s gallery, Mixed Greens, The boys also have a library complete with a Vik Muniz
photograph. Bottem: Seating options in a guest room are a chair by Hiromichi Konno and vir yl-covered ottorans. An Andy Warhol image appears on the cotton window shades.
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Below: A sculpture by Jason Rogenes rises through

f creative

the center of a staircase by Peter Guth
officer at DOG Part
the husband'’s inve:

tment
and real-estate company.

Opposite top, from left:

”Both the The master bedroom’s

: ribbon lamp shade and
architecture e

table. An Aranda/Lasch

aﬂ d de COT credenzain the lobby.

Hans-Peter Kri

1 on the library’s custom
en g ag e ] n wool rug. Opposite center,
from left: Custom neon
a‘ p] ayf:u] clouds in the boys’ bath-
4 : room. lise Crawford's task
d] a] Ogue W]th lomp and Luis Gispert's
photograph in a guest

th e artWOTk 4 room. The kitchen's custom

desk in wood and steel.

rainted wooden

Opposite bottom, from
left: Stump stools and

chairs in the kitchen
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with a massive pendar

e feathers, a booke

paperin turquoise and sulfur yellow,
lacquered turguoise and white.

rchitecture and d

rising through the center ¢

el to the murals in the boys' room.
and West were even inspired to contribute their

own installations
cluste
market

kid,

a best friend to play

o e R
SCsays. And nind

With, e

PROJECT TEAM
VANE BROUSSARD; GIOVANNA SGUERA; KARINA
DHARMAZI; MANDI MARSH; ANDREA DOVALLE;
le. The wall STEPHANIE SHEPHERD; SOPHIE BERNHARDT;
1boration with the ABBY SAVAGE: GHISLAM HAS INTERIDR

portrait by Muni

by Marcia Zia and Pat
a vintage f

cove

graphi 5 Design. SIGN, KIT MIDOLETON ARCHITECT: ARTHITECT
0OF RECORD. RICHARD J. SHAVER ARCHI
TECTURAL LIGHTING: | TIMG COR
ROBERT SILMAN ASSOCIAT
ENGINEERS: STRUCTURAL ENGINEER, PLUS
GROUP: MEF. BJORK CARLE WODDWORKING:
k.. FRITZMARTIN ELECTRIC:

1. PALONE BROS.:

5 STRUCTURAL

MECHANICA IR, HEIR
FLOORING CORPORATION: FLOI L
A NSTRUCTION:

3 FINGERS PAINTING: FAINTIH

B&G FU

CONTR
© PRODUCT SOURCES
FROM FRONT DUPONT:
SURFACING [KITCHEN]. EASTERN ARCHITEC
TURAL PRODUCTS: T
AUCAPINA CABINET J
MBBLER: THAIRS, ANZEA: CHAIR

1EM|. MAHARAM
KNOLL: S0FA UFHOLSTERY. INTERFACEFLOR:
| HIVEMINDESIGN:
S s ARONSON'S FLOOR COVERINGS: |

I WITHIN REACH

(k). FRITZ HANSEN: DESK CHAIR, DUNE

THROUGH CONRAN SHOP: CLOCK. ANDREW MARTIN INTERNATIONAL
NOOW S ABRIC. ABYU LIGHTING: PEMDANT FIXTLF

THROUGH URBAN ARCHITECTURE: SCONCE. STUDIO PRINTWORKS

A . DONGHIA: RIC, DESIGNERS GUILD.

L. PABLD [ p

JOHNSON TRAD!

THROUGH

ALLERY: CREDENZA [LOBEY]. HOESCH:
: I8 |. VOLA: TUB FITTINGS, NEMO TILE COMPANY: TILE. MABEQD
FURNITURE: CHAIRS (K MR "LIRTAIN FARR J0M
KARTELL: LOUNGE CHAIR [GUEST ROOM). THROUGH ABC CARPET &
HOME: BEDSIDE LAMP OUGH CITE: TA \MF. ZIA PRIVEN

E [ J MODERN FURNITURE: TABLE. WOLF-
THROUGHOUT BENJAMIN MODRE &

GORDON: CUSTOM w
CO.: FaINT
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