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David Hotson and
Ghislaine Vinas transform
an unusual Manhattan
penthouse into a fun
romp of a home
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The Lower Manhattan
apartment boasts a
soaring 14-m-high living
room a rarity in the city
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The stark, white walls
contrast with pops

of bright colour and
tongue-in-cheek
touches, such as the
Horse Lamp designed
by Front for Moooi
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The mezzanine office
sits above the open-plan
kitchen The orange
armchairs are from ABC
Carpet & Home
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Ghislaine Vinas speaks with certain understatement when she asserts that
this is “not your normal home.” Indeed, this four-bedroom apartment - on which she
collaborated with architect David Hotson - is anything but ordinary. It 15 filled with
a masterful interplay of intricate volumes and a wonderful sense of whimsy. Among
other things, it features a 14-m-high living room, a 25-m-long slide and a 1,500-54"
ft terrace. There is also a swing, a climbing wall installed on one of the structural
columns and impressive 360-degree views of New York.

Located in Lower Manhattan, the 6,600-sq-ft space occupies the top four floors
of a 21-storey tower constructed between 1894 and 1896. The building was converted
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It s filled with a masterful
interplay of intricate volumes and
a wonderful sense of whimsy
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A KAWS figurine sits
atop a Lladro Metropolis
sculpture; glass panels
allow views through the
space as you go up and
down the stairs
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Tim Fishlock's What's
Watt? chandelier
celebrates the humble
incandescent bulb
Ghislaine created the
plate intallation

Tim FishlockBYWhat's Watt?®
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into condominiums in 2002, but this unit was the last to sell. No doubt jts compley
ity had something to do with it. With its sloping rooflines and arched Windows it.is
quite atypical. There was no air-conditioning, no domestic water on the upper leve|

and just a tiny kitchen and bathroom. :

The current owners visited it by mistake. “It was advertised as a finished Space.”
they remember. Still, they were not only undaunted by its challenges, but also actuaify
etc}ted by the possibilities of having so much vertical space - a rarity in New York,
None of the space, however, was open, 50 there was no sense of the dizzying height.
One of David’s most strategic design decisions was to create a f'our—storcy volume at
one end, criss-crossed by a series of glass platforms and bridges that allow vertigo.-
inducing views up to the eaves and down to the living room.
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The Mah Jong sofas

are designed by Hans
Hapfer for Roche Bobois.
The fibreglass sculpture
15 by Jon-Paul Kaiser
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The digital wallpaper mu
ralis by DFC and David
Frarico, and manufactured
by Flavor Paper
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Stylistically, the clients requested something resolutely contemporary. “The out-
side of the building has copper cornices and terracotta tiles, and some egg-and-dart
motifs,” they explain. “We thought it would be fun to contrast that with something
super, super-minimal and modern.” More than anything, David was determined to
treate a breathtaking spatial experience. It is also deliberately confusing. “You can't
really understand the apartment until you walk through the front door,” he main-
tains. “You have all these somewhat disorienting, intersecting glimpses that escapi:
Jour efforts at comprehending them. The space possesses you, you don'’t possess it.
Walls are set at angles and there are various ways of moving through the apartment
Jou can, for example, access the office from the living room via a ladder). As you
{050, you are treated to different visions of the same space. Ghislaine herself was
Hginally flummoxed. “It’s such a mind warp,” she says.
i Her aim, however, was very clear: to turn this bravur
j:;\ts;]}:tome Even so, she insisted‘ on hav_ing a stark _Wi}]tlf :
G f[:r.l% C.lean sheets on a beci,'“she opines. She g_lso ‘e i
Ora“g;eg (‘b -!ex trademark pops ofbrlght. coio.ur -sheisa pdr wol -
i even the underside of the white dmmg" table was pa e
]mof’pnmted hot pink and vibrant blue into one of the bathrooms, :m‘d egg't:\ piie

rfd‘:ln;:::;- The clients, meanwhile, erqpested a few sol'te1"hues. The wife as
» the husband wanted the living room to be cream.
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LOUNGE LIZARD HORSING AROUND

: A S Paola Lenti's outdoor Float lounge is perfect for terraces Find it at ViA The Horse Lamp by Front for Moooi is super-fun
so enamoured with the spare, severe, white volumes. [ was envisioning a very pale wranTahkbi WWW.Moooi.com

palette,” he recounts. “David’s work is incredibly pure,” concedes Ghislaine. “I'm all

THIS PAGE David readily admits they are not tones he would have chosen himself. “I was
The 1,500-sq-ft terrace
offers stunning views of
Manhattan. The building’s
ornate exterior provides about messing things up.” Still, it was a tension that proved extremely exhilarating,

a sharp contrast to the As David notes, “that contradiction and the contest for attention between us was one
apartment’s contempo- ;
rary interior architecture of the really successful things about the project.”

One thing they did have in common was the desire to introduce lots of quirky,
zgo.iﬁefmmaia!aé)\ tOﬂgUE‘-i_n-Che?k touches. And many of the most fun ideas actually came frmg Lh‘e
MBATEE » A WINEELS clients - including the stainless steel slide, which was inspired both by Carsten Holler’s
BURE{D B9 U A R IR AT Test Site (2006) installation at London’s Tate Modern, and Wallace and Gromat. It
R E R was fabricated in Germany, hoisted onto the balcony with a crane, and welded and

polished in situ. “It's not just a toy. You use it to get down from the second floor
really quickly,” enthuses Ghislaine. That said, it does engender the occasional scary
moment. “Every so often, somebody will completely freak out in a good way,” quips
the husband. “It’s blood-curdling because it acts like a big gramophone amplifier.
The first time it happened was with Ghislaine. It was horrifying. Then, we realised
she was still alive!” //
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HNBA | EFEx1 | / Lladrg's Metropolis is made for the uber-urban home. and David Franc ] il
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